THE CRUCIAL MATTER            in
is demonstrated at every turn in the papers of
the War Department. Witness this brief dispatch
from Harrisburg: "All ready to leave but no arms.
Governor not willing to let us leave State with-
out them, as act of Assembly forbids. Can arms
be sent here?" When this appeal was made,
in December, 1861, arms were pouring into the
country from Europe, and the crisis had passed,
But if this appeal had been made earlier in the
year, the inevitable answer may be guessed from a
dispatch which the Ordnance Office sent, as late as
September, to the authorities of West Virginia, re-
fusing to supply them with arms because the sup-
plies were exhausted, and adding, "Every possible
exertion is being made to obtain additional supplies
by contract, by manufacture, and by purchase, and
as soon as they can be procured by any means, in
any way, they will be supplied."
Curiously enough, not only the Confederacy but
various States of the North were more expedi-
tious in this all-important matter than Cameron
and-the War Department. Schuyler's first dis-
patch from London gives this singular informa-
tion: "All private establishments in Birming-
ham and London are now working for the States
of Ohio, Connecticut, and Massachusetts, except